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job s Lane
OPENED 1664

This brochure is published to commemorate the

300th anniversary of the laying- out of Job's Lane

in 1664.

It may seem strange that the Lane was not opened

until sixteen years after Main Street (Ye Towne

Street) was laid out—in 1648. The reason is that

an impassable swamp extended north from Lake

Agawam. The first dry-shod crossing to the west-

ern part of the Village was at Jagger's Lane—about

a quarter mile north of Job's. Later, a portion of

the swamp was filled in and Job's Lane became the

thoroughfare to the west.
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"A History of Job's Lane" was written by John O.

Elliston in 1952 and published by the Pelletreau

Publishing- Company. With the permission of Mr.

Elliston and the Publishing- Company, excerpts from

the "History" appear on the following pages. Each

excerpt is identified by the initials "J. E." Illustra-

tions for the book were made by W. K. Dunwell.

Several of these drawings are reproduced herein.



John Felmeth wrote the preface for the History

Preface

John Bunyan once remarked that there is a path that

leads straight to hell from the very gates of heaven, and

this, it seems, was also true of Job's Lane according to

Mr. Elliston's history of it; from the church an easy

downhill roll to the saloon with various stopping places

in between.

We are indeed much indebted to Mr. Elliston for the

preservation of one of those priceless pieces of "Amer-

icana" that are so often lost in our modern atmosphere

of going someplace in a hurry without looking back. He

has faithfully and humorously recorded the slow, but

steady face-changing of a very typical American Com-

munity Street, a change which in itself is an insight into

the gradual alteration of our American way of life. And

it's all here, from the sublime to the ridiculous ; from the

opera star to the sweater girl, and with it the candid and

enlightening commentary of one who has lived through

much of it.

JOHN L. FELMETH
Southampton, Long Island

May 13, 1952



In the beginning, Job Sayre's cows made Job's Lane by wearing- a path from their

barnyard down to the pond to get a drink and then on to broad pastures beyond the pond.

Without engineering supervision the cows didn't do so badly in road mapping and mak-

ing; they at least got it dQwn hill in one direction, and that's all an engineer could do. In

addition, the cows knew every day where they were going- and how to get back where

they came from. Ask anyone on Job's Lane today where we are going- and how we are

to get back where we were twenty years ago, and the replies make you wonder why men

ever drove cows!

In recent years (sixty years is only a short time, looking backward), the Academy

occupied the north corner at the upper end of the Lane. Just below, about where the Mu-

seum now stands, a thorn hedge grew, thick and forbidding. Close contact with either of

these "institutions" would impart a very definite knowledge of what one should know

and do, or not do, in order to make life more pleasant and successful. Each year the hedge

had blooms for a short time, and attractive red berries for a short time, and wicked thorns

all the time. Job's Laners learned that people should not be like the hedge; nor did they

learn it only to forget it when the teacher was gone.



Agawam Hall

Agawam Hall was built in 1890. Southampton that year, was cele-

brating her 250th birthday, and the indoor portion of the program

was held in the new hall located on the south side of Job's Lane,

just below the present garage and filling station. Agawam was a

combination of roller skating rink and theatre. Having a broad

floor with movable seats, and an ample, elevated stage, it was an

added facility to Southampton, appreciated and patronized by both

Summer Colony and Local Residents. The Honorable Elihu Root,

Charles Evans Hughes, Admiral Robert E. Peary, Judge Henry E.

Howland, John Sharpe Williams, and others who shaped the thought

of the day all made Agawam ring and bulge with their oratory and

wisdom. Grand opera, with singers from the Metropolitan, was a

high spot summer attraction. Blind Tom, the negro known far and

wide, who could not see a note, much less play by note, memorized

and played with marvelous perfection the works of the master com-

posers. Black Patti, a colored singer, who had won the reputation

of being the artistic equal of the Great Adelina Patti; Gentleman

Jim Corbett, with his troupe of entertainers; Ike Johnson, direct

from Madison Square Garden, in his matchless trick bicycle riding

exhibition ; Mrs. Tom Thumb, made famous by P. T. Barnum, and

her group of talented midgets; minstrel troupes of thirty or forty

clever humorists and performers, travelling in their own private

rail cars, were among .the others who appeared here. Plays ranging

from Uncle Tom's Cabin to Jekyll and Hyde ; Robertson's Projecto-

scope, the first moving pictures (hand cranked) shown in this area,

and many more educational and entertaining attractions justified

the existence of Agawam Hall.

About 191 5 Agawam was demolished, giving way to the march of

progress; the gradual modernization of Southampton. On a part of

the lot on which Agawam stood, there is now located the Village

Comfort Station, a brick one. If interested, and in no hurry, the key

may be found in the village office. "JE"



The Smithy

The blacksmith shop squeezed in between Agawam and the corner

saloon was not an ordinary shop doing odd jobs of iron work. The

sign over the door announced SAMUEL RODBER VETERINARY
AND HORSE SHOER: Anything beyond the work indicated by

the sign received very casual attention.

Rod was a recognized Vet, but he took a serious interest only in

horses. He might give a good dog some consideration, but any crea-

ture having no more glamour than a cow or a cat might look to

nature unassisted for their cures.

The horse in those days provided local transportation and much

wholesome sport and amusement, such as racing and hunting. Many

of the Summer homes had a stable of twelve horses, and in some

cases more. Saddle horses, coach horses, carriage horses and show

horses (the elite of the horse world), all had to be shod with indi-

vidual care so that a bad horse looked good and a good horse looked

better.

Some needed high heels, and some no heels ; some must have heavy

shoes to make them lift their feet higher; some lighter shoes to

improve their stride. The effort of the expert horse shoer was to

make all horses that he fitted "step high, wide and handsome."

"Strike while the iron is hot!" Picture the shop on a sultry summer

morning; two roaring forges, plus Summer heat; a force of men

working at top speed; a dozen nervous and fidgety horses waiting

for individual attention, and their grooms equally impatient and

frankly and profanely fault finding and abusive ; a scene calling for

real men who could hold down their temper while holding up one

corner of a horse and fitting a shoe. It, no doubt, was this sort

of morning that prompted one of the last and best of the old horse

shoers to say, "horse shoeing never was an art nor a trade, it was

a curse." "JE"



At the head of Job's Lane stood the church, and at the foot a saloon ; a slight uphill climb

to the church—an easy roll down to the saloon : Upward to the church, downward to the

saloon; as it was, is, and will be.

"Eternal vigilance is the price of safety, and eternal diligence is the price of success." The
lush green grass and shrubs now grow in the village park at the lower end of Job's Lane
where the saloon once stood, and the Church in all its dignity still stands at the head. The
Lord's work is in triumphant swing at both ends of Job's Lane, but there are some mean
enough to say there is still room for improvement in between. "JE"
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The saloon being* John Hen's place, a large and colorful painting of a flock of chickens

adorned the front entrance, so that he who ran might read. In fact, if he couldn't read,

the picture was sufficient. This picture had eye appeal and was an added attraction the

church could hardly match. The law of gravitation, both specific and moral, favored the

saloon in this contest of froth against faith, and wine against wisdom. On Saturday

nights the saloon catered to a full capacity house and a house capacity full. On Sunday

mornings the church bell rang out its message of hope and cheer to the entire Community,

not forgetting those who were lured by the chicken sign on the previous night.

"JE"



An interesting: photograph of long ago depicting some sort of celebration similar to that

of today. The Presbyterian Church is in the background. On the vacant lot in the fore-

ground now stands Corwith's Pharmacy.



Another old photo taken from about the same spot as that on the

preceding page. It appears to be a 4th of July parade about 1900.



The Rogers Memorial Library

The Rogers Memorial Library was made pos-sible in 1895 by the will of Harriet Jones

Rogers, who gave her Main Street home and ten thousand dollars with which to found a

Village library. A group of able and far-seeing citizens organized as a library committee

wisely decided to sell the Rogers home, and with the funds derived from the sale buy the

Academy property on the corner, where they planned and had built the present appro-

priate and beautiful library building. On a section of the Rogers home site which was

retained, the Village Building now stands and provides an annual income for the Library.

ffi**



The Library in Winter Dress



Built in 1833, the mission of the time honored Academy became a mere duplication of

effort as its education field was presently covered by the modern public school system.

The Library Committee, having- acquired the property, sold the Academy building, which

in 189s was moved to the lower end of Job's Lane, where it now stands facing Monument

Square. In its present location the building has had several owners and housed many activ-

ities, such as a carpenter shop, a carriage painting shop, a pool parlour, the Elks Hall, and

now in part a tobacco and stationery store. Basically, the building is unchanged. The street

number (eleven) savors of modernism, and in front two large projecting show windows,

with embroidery on top, have been added, making one wonder if the old building is still

trying to attract a wolf whistle.



The Parrish Museum of Southampton, founded in 1897 by Samuel L. Parrish, was in-

tended to be the most important and ambitious of Mr. Parrish's many public benefac-

tions. Starting- with the center section, the building was enlarged in 1902 and again in

1912. After this later improvement, Mr. Robert DeForrest, president of the Metropolitan

Museum of Art, referred to it as an "original, artistic and architecturally beautiful build-

ing, housing a collection of well selected art treasures, and surrounded by beautiful lawns

and gardens ; a model for anyone planning a museum for other localities."

Mr. Parrish's will provided an annual fund for the support and operation of the museum,

and eventually a substantial portion of his estate as an endowment fund. In the early

thirties many estates and fortunes evaporated and were lost. Mr. Parrish's was not among

the survivors. His generous plan could not be consummated — "The Best Laid Plans of

Mice and Men Aft Gang Aglee." That the museum might be continued as a village asset

and attraction, the Village trustees took ownership in 1942 by deed of gift from the mu-

seum trustees. The museum is now village property.



A scene on lower Job's Lane at about the turn of the century. Note Agawam Hall and

John Hen's saloon at lower left. The first Fire House is squeezed in between The Auto-

mobile Repository and Squires Carriage Shop.



This modern picture was taken from about the middle of the Lane.

A "then" and "now" sequence.





And here is the scene as of today. Another "then" and "now" sequence.

On the following- center spread you
will find the names of all those good
people who contributed liberally to

help cover the cost of the celebration.

Patrons are those who donated $25.00
or more.



Pat rons

Robert Abbott Hair Fashions

Abercrombie & Fitch Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Addinsell

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Agar

Arrow Laundry & Dry Cleaners

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Aspegren

Mrs. Cleveland F. Bacon

Mr. and Mrs. Grover Cleveland Bacon

Madame Jacques Balsan

Lyda Barclay & J. Vincent Early

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Bartlett

Muriel Bates

The Bathing Corporation of Southampton

J. 6? J. Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Blankarn

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F. Boehl

Brockett Service Inc.

Kenneth Burns

Buckley M. Byers

Mr. and Mrs. James Allan Cameron
Cameron Company
Dr. and Mrs. Carmelo P. Cancellieri

Hattie Carnegie

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Carney

Catena's Market

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Cavanagh

Central Kitchens

Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Colledge

Mr. and Mrs. Josef F. A. Comstedt

Cord Galleries

Corwin's Main Street Jewelers

Mrs. Frank H. Corwith

The Corwith Pharmacy

Maurice B. Cunningham Inc.

Mrs. Chester Dale

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Deal

Dr. Daniel Duberman

John Duck Jr's

Mr. and Mrs. Harold N. DuFrane
Mrs. Walter G. Dunnington

W. K. Dunwell

Mr. Henry F. du Pont

Mrs. Henry F. du Pont

Duryea 5? Wilde Inc.

Eastern General Tire Service Inc.

Capt. USNR & Mrs. Edwin Harvey Eaton

Mr. and Mrs. E. Ainsworth Eyre

Mr. and Mrs. John Farr

Fordham & Elliston

Foulke & Foulke

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Fowler

Harry Frank Men's Shop

Frankenbach Florists 5? Nursery Inc.

William A. Frankenbach Garden Center

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Freeman, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Funk
Mrs. Victor Gallucci

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Gilmartin

Glennon Buick-Cadillac, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. David Granger

The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., Inc.

Mrs. William M. Greve

Robert M. Harriss

Thomas R. Healy

Mr. and Mrs. J. Gerald Herbert

Herbert & Rist Wine &? Liquor Shop
Herbert's Market

Herrick Paint & Hardware
E. H. & H. Hildreth

Mr. and Mrs. E. Halsey Howell

Ralph H. Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Braden P. Hughes

Hull Chevrolet-Olds Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Francis T. Hunter

Irving Garage

John's Barber Shop



Patrons

Earl J. Johnson

Sam Kassatly Trousseau Shop of Palm Beach

Mrs. Miles Coverdale Kennedy

Kornhauser Shoe Salon

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Korte

Mr. and Mrs. Henri Z. Lake

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Leonard

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lillywhite

Harry Lillywhite & Son

Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Lineaweaver

Mr. and Mrs. J. Couper Lord

Edward S. Magowan
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Magowan
Walter H. Mann Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Seabury Marsh

Mrs. Cyrus McCormick
William G. McKnight Jr.

E. B. Meyrowitz, Inc.

Shep Miller, Inc.

Morley Agency

Morris Studio

Mrs. T. E. Murray

Ninna Murray's

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Norsk, Jr.

Nugent & Potter, Inc.

Ivan P. Obolensky

Mrs. Robert Olds

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Osborne

Palma's Liquor Store

The Parrish Art Museum
Party Decorators, Inc.

Peck & Peck

Pelletreau Publishing Company
Hildegard 6? Eric Peter

Mr. and Mrs. Cary Potter

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Potter

Spelman Prentice

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart A. Prosser

Radio TV Service Center

Mrs. James Reeves

Mr. George F. Richards

Roland Coiffures

Mr. and Mrs. Hervey S. Rose

Mrs. Stephen Ruddy, Jr.

Saks Fifth Ave.

Peter A. Salm

Scanlon's Liquor Store

Arthur B. Schoen

Schulman's Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. William Schwenk

E. Schwenk's Dairy

Security National Bank of Long Island

Sherry's Dairy Farm

Mr. and Mrs. T. Allan Sillcox

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd H. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Smith

Snow White Laundry 5? Dry Cleaning

Southampton Coal 6? Produce Co.

Southampton Colonial Society

Southampton Federal Savings & Loan Assn.

Southampton Press

Southrifty Drug Inc.

Squires & Holden

Stanton Interiors

Terry 6? DuFrane, Inc.

Earl G. Thomas
Tinker National Bank

Ethel L. Tunnell

Mrs. F. S. von Stade

Vrana Bros. Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Walker

Mr. and Mrs. James N. Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Rodman Wanamaker
Harry H. Wilde, Inc.

Roy L. Wines & Son

Mrs. Francesco A. Zara



This picture shows the old Squires Carriage Repair and Paint Shop

which later evolved into an Automobile Garage.

Agawam Hall at the right.



This old photo looks as if it belongs on the south side of the Lane.

Actually, these emporiums were on the north side

just east of John Elliston's shop.



This distinguished looking- gentleman was Wick-

ham Cuffee who long since passed to his eternal

rest. He was one of the last of the full-blooded

Shinnecock Indians.

Out on the Reservation, a legend has come down from the dim distant past that the Lane

was an Indian trail from time immemorial. But how did they pass the impassable

swamp? We conjecture that the braves, being of great agility, were able to jump from

one hummock to another, possibly utilizing a few rocks strategically placed, and thus

crossed without wetting a moccasin.Anyway, the Indians would not have been deterred

by a little swamp water. Not "J.E." but W.K.D



Rodber's Blacksmith Shop



A Spring Freshet on the Lower Lane



and today



Another Spring Flood



The old TOM WARREN MILL — It stood on the hill shown at the upper left center

of the picture on the preceding- page. Long ago, it was moved out to the Claflin Estate

on Shinnecock Hills, and now stands as a picturesque feature of the Southampton College.



The old Halsey Homestead on South Main Street. Built in 1649.

The oldest English frame house in the State of New York.



The old Halsey House as it is today. Some years ago it was purchased by the Southamp-

ton Colonial Society and completely restored. It is fully furnished with authentic articles

of household utensils and furniture of the period. Many of these invaluable antiques were

contributed by Mr. Henry Francis du Pont and the entire arrangement and setting up of

the several rooms was done under his personal direction.



When the Coast Guard patrolled our beaches this was their

headquarters. The remodeled house is now a summer residence.

An old salt box that stood on Main Street just north of Herrick's.



Friday Evening at the Long Island Railroad Station.

Old Bathing- Station.



On Main Street in an Earlier Day.



William Merritt Chase conducted art classes on Shinnecock Hills. Mr. Chase founded the

Art Village which today is the secluded and delightful locale for many summer residences.

Mr. Chase became one of our most famous American artists. Many of his best works can

be seen at the Parrish Art Museum.



THE WINDMILL LANE SCHOOL — Built in 1890, the Windmill Lane School was

Southampton's only school, housing- both the Elementary and High Schools. In later years,

after the construction of the Hampton Road School, it housed the first six grades. The

old landmark was torn down in 1932.



The Captain Rogers House when it stood on the east side of Main Street. One time resi-

dence and office of Dr. John Nugent Sr., it was purchased from him by Samuel L. Par-

rish. He moved the house to its present location on Meeting House Lane. After his death,

the property was purchased by the Village of Southampton and is now the home of the

Southampton Colonial Society. The Society maintains its Museum in the Captain Rogers

Homestead along with the old one-room school house, the Red Barn and Carriage Shed,

the Carpenter Shop and the Old Country Store.



A View of the World War I Memorial from the Lake.

Two monuments of outstanding" originality and beauty grace the lower end of Job's

Lane. The one in the triangle was built about the turn of the century, largely through the

industry and influence of General Thomas H. Barber, who procured most of the material

from the War Department. This monument commemorates the men of the Civil War and

the Spanish American War. The classic arch in the park (near the lake) commemorates

the soldiers of the first World War and was built in IQ20. Between these two is a gran-

ite monument honoring the fighting men of World War II and Korea. "JE"



The business building's of Job's Lane were built to meet the demands of expanding

activity rather than to enhance the beauty of the street. Architecturally, their extreme

simplicity is only surpassed by their wide variety. The unpretentious rural atmosphere

has prompted many of the better New York merchants to establish branch shops on Job's

Lane, some of whom have bought their business sites and become permanent fixtures.

"JE"



About 1915 Agawam Hall was demolished, giving way to the march of progress; the grad-

ual modernization of Southampton. On a part of the lot on which Agawam stood, there is

now located the Village Comfort Station, a brick one. If interested, and in no hurry, the

key may be found in the village office. "JE"

A few copies of John Elliston's "History"

are still available. They may be

obtained from Mr. Robert Keene at the

Southampton Book Shop or at the

Rogers Memorial Library.






